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During this scholarship programme in USA, I attended the 7th annual symposium on biology 
and conservation of freshwater turtles and tortoises in St. Louis, Missouri. It is a joint annual 
meeting of the Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA), the IUCN Tortoise and Freshwater Turtles 
Specialist Group and Turtle Conservation Fund (TCF). More than 200 turtle scientists, 
conservationists and researchers attended the event. 
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Eight species of both soft and hardshell freshwater turtles are found in Indus River system, 
representing two families and six genera. Turtle capture on commercial scale, being a major 
threat to their survival, has resulted in significant population decline. 
A series of investigative surveys were conducted to explore turtle capture and trade through 
questionnaires, field surveys and asking information from local communities, dealers and 
representatives of the relevant government agencies. 
Surveys revealed that three softshell turtle species (Aspideretes gangeticus, Aspideretes 
hurum, and Chitra indica) are in great demand by turtle dealers for export to east-Asian 
countries for use as traditional medicines and other food sources. Fisherfolk and other 
riverine communities dependent on water resources for their subsistence were involved in 
trade businesses. Turtle trade network, national and local markets, trade routes and 
communities engaged in this business were uncovered. 
It was assessed that turtle capture has declined significantly since the year 2000. Due to a 
substantial decrease in turtle supply from other countries, the pressure to support 
international market has shifted to Pakistan. 
Efforts are being made to revise national legislations in conformity with international set of 
laws to protect wildlife especially the freshwater turtles. It is recommended that the target 
groups needs to be addressed through community based-conservation, provided with better 
livelihood opportunities in addition to education and awareness to help protect turtles 
effectively. There is also a need to address this issue at international level through CITES, 
IUCN-Turtles and Tortoises Specialist Group, TRAFFIC International and other concerned 
organizations. 
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